ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 18, 1972 


Mr. Russell Rulau 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
Sidney News Bldg. 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Russ: 

Enclosed is a revision of the Nova Constellatio 
article with all of the data I have assembled. This has been 
fun for me. 


Please have it reviewed and edited and resubmit 
the new draft so we can check it. I also await the photos 
before changing the captions. 

I understand how the Mickley threw you. 

If you wish to put a comment at the end about my 
help in furnishing data to you, you may do so if I deserve it. 

Have a great trip. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EFN 

atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



The-American -Numismatic-Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway-at 155 th Street 


New-York-N.Y. 10032 


August 14, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

I write this on your ANA Day! The idea of publicizing the new 
IMMUNE COLUMBIA dies in CNL sounds great to me (might even sell some 
copies of the book). I see that you have copied Phil on the 
suggestion so I shall do likewise. 


Sincespely yours, 
_" 

L'^lie A. Elam 


cc: ye editor 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 6310$ 


Dr. Philip Mossian 
36 Griffin Ave 
Hampden, ME 04444 

Dear Phil: 


September 14, 1996 

Re: Immune Columbia 


Your September 15, 1996 letter on the above topic needs a 
prompt response and so here goes. 

Crosby was unaware that the IMMUNE COLUMBIA die was combined 
in copper with the three known NOVA CONSTELLATIO dies, not just 
two. 

As to how I discovered the pair of new dies is easily 
explained. There was no illustration of the Edwards Immune forgery 
in Kenney and the Edwards illustration in Crosby grades "about 
terrible" on one side and "full terrible" on the other. I felt I 
had to point out differences between the Edward's forgery and the 
genuine pieces. I found that Kenneth Bressett had taken a picture 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society example of the Edwards 
forgery 40 years ago and it was in my photo file. I asked him 
recently for a clearer print which he sent. I studied the genuine 
and the Edwards forgery in order to explain the main differences, 
using my coins and the photos I gathered for my article, whether 
struck in copper or silver. I also had to study the copper piece 
which Stack's withdrew from their auction years ago. I also have 
photos of the silver and gold mates to the piece withdrawn from 
Stack's auction. I was studying the scale area of the genuine 
pieces carefully because of the withdrawn piece and I noticed that 
the top of the scale pans of genuine pieces and the Edwards forgery 
were on a different level when compared to the adjacent lettering. 
I felt my eyes were deceiving me and then looked at all my photos. 
Thus I saw that there were two different but similar genuine IMMUNE 
dies, not one. Then I naturally went to the NOVA side to see what 
I could see. I then found that difference. To be sure that there 
was no recutting of one die into another state I naturally checked 
this possibility. 

Dr. Jackson had the opportunity to read my article in advance 
and made no comment. A couple of years ago I had encouraged him 
to update the matter he wrote in 1992 but he did not show any 
interest. I told him I had a large file on the Immune pieces and 
felt that there was lots of monkey business and I alwrays have felt 
that Stickney knew the gold IMMUNE he exchanged with the Mint for 
an 1804 dollar was a restrike as no self respecting coiner trying 
to sell anyone copper coinage would strike a gold sample on a 
guinea and leave the undercoin design showing. 

Cogan obviously knew Dr. Edwards and Cogan's comments in his 
catalog are reliable in my opinion. Of Dr. Edwards piece(s) a 
maximum of two are known and there may only be one. The second 
piece is known as the Kaplan forgery on my photo. 


I wish you the best on your editorship and your research 
enjoyment. I will try to help anytime you wish. I probably have 
some cast state coppers but do not know if they are genuine. Ringo 
knows what I have and can answer. 

Thank you for commenting on my "party". My wife thought up 
the substitution of my mug for Franklin's. Everyone was afraid I 
might be miffed but I was delighted to see comedy enter the field. 
I think Franklin might be amused as well as I am one of his many 
devotees. 


My best to you 



Eric P. Newman 


Philip L. Mossman, M.D. 

36 Griffin Avenue 
Hampden, Maine 04444 
September 15, 1996 


Dear Eric, 

This letter is in response to your last three communications. 

In the first one of August 6, 1996 you mentioned the discovery of a new Immune 
Columbia combination from hitherto unknown dies. I don’t know the Immune Columbia 
series personally, but from what I gather on page 312, Crosby lists two Nova obverses and 
a single Immune Columbia reverse, # 53 and 54. You point out that the obverse of the 
newly discovered coin has no stops (like #53) and in addition, this is also found with an 
entirely new Immune Columbia reverse. A double discovery! One thought comes to 
mind: there may have been very few of these if their authors were sensitized to the fact 
that the legend, Immune Columbia , is blundered Latin (rather than Immunis) 

You suggest that folks search their collections to see if there are others lurking 
undetected and unappreciated. You did not mentioned in your article where, when, or how 
this new discovery came to light. That would be of interest. I would be glad to include a 
piece in CNL #104 since #103 is already at the printers. If you wish me to write it, with 
your approval. I’d be glad to. By waiting until COAC #11 is out, this time interval would 
give folks time to digest your article. 

You then referred me to the Dr. Jackson article in the 1992 Numismatist. I’m 
embarrassed not to be able to find any of my 1992 Numismatists. Usually I cull my 
collection of Numismatists, saving only those with a pre-1793 subject, but I must have 
tossed out an entire year inadvertently or they are temporarily misplaced. I’ll have to get a 
photocopy from the ANS or ANA library unless you have an extra handy. Have you been 
in touch with Dr. Jackson about your new discovery? 

Your next two letters mention the Immune Columbia/Nova Constellatio 
concoction by Edwards which was the third coin in your Appendix I. I don’t know where 
Cogan got his information. I noticed that this is in silver and Crosby just eludes to the 
different metals and I don’t believe he identifies the composition of the copies in Plate X. 

Well, life is going to be different next year with my new responsibilities. I certainly 
hope to be able to call on you for advice and psychotherapy. I’m working on a paper 
now about the diary of Moreau de St. Mery, which I believe Les mentioned to you. I’ll 
run it by you when I finish. Also I’m doing a paper on contemporaneous cast counterfeits 
of genuine state coppers. Do you happen to have any in your collection? I’m also 
searching for material about the casting process in general and have a few things. Do you 
have any ideas for papers? 


Let’s be in touch about the Immune Columbia I think I understand your 
suggestion. I’ll be away until September 21 and then will stay home. In the 140 days 
since my retirement, we’ve been home for only 31. I’ll be working on a very part-time 
basis next year. It will take me months to catch up on unfinished projects. 

Best regards: I hope your party is a smashing success. 


Sincerely yours. 



DR. & MRS. PHILIP L. MOSSMAN 
33 GRIFFIN AVENUE 
HAMPDEN, MAINE U 4444 
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TELEPHONE 



The-Americam-Numismatic-Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1885) 

Broadway-at 155 th -Street 


New York-N.Y. 10032 


October 3, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores Inc. 

P0 Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric, 

Coinage of the American Confederation Period is now being 
distributed and I am pleased to enclose your author copy of this 
work, together with approximately 50 offprints of your article as a 
token of our appreciation for your contribution to COAC 1995 and this 
resultant Proceedings volume. 

May I ask you to complete and return the two forms enclosed in 
this mailing. 

The first is an abstract for inclusion in the next issue of 
Numismatic Literature. I would really appreciate having the 
completed abstract by October 30 for the March 1997 issue of NL. 

Coinage of the American Confederation Period has been 
copyrighted as a whole in the name of The American Numismatic 
Society. For this reason I enclose an assignment form which I would 
ask you to complete and return for our files. 

Again thanks for your cooperation in the success of COAC 1995 and 
this book. 


Sincerely yours, 


ie^lie A. Elam 
J Director 


TheAmerican■Numismatic-5oci ety 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway at 155™-5treet 

Mew York N.Y. 10032 




I hereby transfer and assign solely 
to The American Numismatic Society 
the copyright for: 


"New Thoughts on the Nova Constellatio Private Copper Coinage" 

in: Coinage of the American Confederation Period, COAC 
Proceedings No. 11 3 oCt -rt 


' Date 



Signature 
Eric P. Newman 


Should you so decide, we shall forward to you an original and 
two copies of the instrument of assignment, completed and signed 
on behalf of the Society. To record the transfer, you are required 
to send the original to the Register of Copyrights with your check 
for $10 plus 50 cents for each printed page over six (Section 
708(a) (4)) . 

On receipt of a signed copy of the instrument of assignment, the 
Society will thereafter refer all requests for permission to 
reprint to you. 








Abstract of Article for Inclusion in 


NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


NEWMAN, ERIC P. New Thoughts on the Nova Constellatio Private Copper 
Coinage. Coinage of the American Confederation Period. Philip L. 
Mossman, Ed. Coinage of the Americas Conference, Proceedings No. 11 
(New York, The American Numismatic Society 1996) pp. 79-113 illus. 
ISBN 0-89722-263-6. 
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Kenneth Bressett 

Post Office Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


October 15, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your thoughtfulness in sending me an offprint of 
your great article "New Thoughts on the Nova Constellatio 
Private Copper Coinage." I enjoyed the talk when you gave it 
at the ANS last year, and will enjoy even more when read at 
my leisure. Thanks, too, for the lovely inscription. 

The complete book also arrived today. It has some very nice 
material. I think this program is the best thing that the 
ANS has ever undertaken. I am looking forward to attending 
the seminar next month to learn all about coppers. 

I will be seeing you in New York in just a couple of weeks. 
That should be a fine event. You are now getting some of the 
laurels that you have labored so long to earn. All very well 
deserved, and gratifying to those of us who have appreciated 
you for so many years. 

When we get together at the ANS I hope to have some details 
on the formation of the ANA Numismatic Education Foundation. 
Perhaps you and I, and Margo and Reed Hawn can discuss this. 


Peace, 



Kenneth Bressett + Numismatic Research Center + Fax (719) 579-8012 + Tel (719) 579-8217 
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R. W. SNYDER 

3206 Petty Lane 
Carmichael, CA 95608 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


July 23, 1997 


Dr. Phillip L. Mossman 
36 Griffin Avenue 
Hampden, ME 04444 


Dear Phil: 


RE: Nova Constellatio Coppers 


I feel I should call your attention to an article in the C-4 Newsletter, Summer 
1997, pp. 14-18. It is entitled "Who is John Rucker? Did He Order the Nova 
Constellatio Coppers?" It was written by Michael Hodder. You may already 
have read it. 

This article refers to "the new theory" and a "recent" proposal relating to 
the source of Nova Constellatio copper coinage. 

You will notice that there is no citation or indication of what oral or written 
material is being responded to. There is no mention of ANS, the COAC meeting, 
the COAC publication, the title or author. I ask you if this seems to be a 
deliberate omission when Hodder 1 s article is extremely detailed in many respects. 
It also arbitrarily dismisses all contemporary newspaper material as clearly 
unreliable, and my article relies substantially on many newspaper quotations. 

New facts, different theories, new opinions, criticism, or contrary arguments 
are normal, but this four page article written by an experienced author without 
citations seems to indicate a strange attitude toward others. 

What do you think? 


y? 

„. / u 



Eric P. Newman 


mb 


c: Leslie Elam 


Philip L. Moss man, M.D. 

36 Griffin Avenue 
Hampden, Maine 04444 
August 8, 1997 


Dear Eric, 

In reply to your letter of July 23 rd regarding the Rucker article, I must admit that 
while I have great respect for Mike’s knowledge and abilities, and we work well together, 
I can’t always figure out what motivates him to do some of the things he does. Your 
guess is as good as mine. 

On another note about Stepney. I’ve been in contact with the Munroe [Conn] 
Historical Society and they have no record of any coins found in Stepney in an iron kettle 
in the 1950s. So I made no more progress than you did 47 years ago! More about this 
later. 


Do you have any more thoughts about a brief request in the December CNL for 
patrons to look for the new Immunis? We are starting to organize the issue now. 

I hope you are having a nice summer. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6.3105 


Philip L. Mossman August 25, 1997 

36 Griffin Ave 
Hampden, ME 04444 


Dear Phil: 

As to the newly identified pair of Immune Columbia dies and 
the known ones I think you might stress how important it is to have 
data gathered because it may help untangle why the dies came to 
America and how they were used. It may add information to New 
Jersey, Vermont, Machins' or other area coinage. It may help 
Federal design understanding. It even relates to the 1804 dollar. 
It is one in which there are a reasonable number of existing 
pieces. It will enable weight, edge study, and planchet study to 
be coordinated with ease. You could ask readers to inform us where 
the coins are and to offer participation in the study. 

Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Randy Snyder 


December 3, 1997 


c/o Pennywise 

606 N. Minnesota Ave 

Hastings, NE 68901 


Dear Mr. Snyder: 

In your September 15, 1997 Pennywise article on the spiked 
chin 1804 half cent I call your attention to 1783 Variety 1-A of 
the Nova Constellatio coppers whicih had something fall upon it 
before use. See my article in October 28, 1995 COAC as to these 
pieces. 

I enclose a page or so of the article so you can further study 
what happened to the obverse 1804 half cent die. Your analysis was 
very welcome and should draw much comment. 


Sincerely 



Eric P. Newman 



Tony Carlotto 

P.O. Box 594 

Sheffield, Massachusetts, 01257 

413-229-8640 * 229-2756 * Tcolonial(o)aol.com 


August 26, 1998 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you so much for sending me the Vermont copper to examine. 1 am returning it 
with photos for you to have. I was not aware of this piece and appreciate the chance to 
really see it. I am also enclosing a photo of my 1786 Nova. Notice all the denticle type 
marks that I have highlighted on it. The enclosed 1786 census was gained from auction 
catalogues and personal encounters, if you have any additions or corrections, please let 
me know. I really looking forward to working on the Immune Columbia pieces and hope 
you can help me with some of your files. 

During our phone conversation I forgot to ask you about your COAC article. Are the 
descriptions below the new die and previously known dies reversed on pages 106-7 9 I 
have been meaning to ask this for a while and was wondering if I was missing something. 

Thank you also for your letter of appreciation of my Vermont work. The compliment 
from you really tickles me. It is nice to know that the ten years I spent working on the 
project was worth it. I hope to quicken the pace on the next venture. Thank you again. 


Sincerely, 



Tony Carlotto 




n$£> 







ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Phil Mossman February 29, 2000 

From: Eric P. Newman 
Re. Nova article 


The Constellatio Nova paper you sent me is a puzzlement. You did not say whether I 
should comment or not. Is it intended for CNL? Are you teasing me to get a reaction 9 

I started this Latin matter in Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine (1972) p. 598 et 
seq. and CNL 38 (1973) p. 422 by quoting an English comment. Breen went into a frenzy 
over it and still it continues. 

Jordan indicates [ am inconsistent in the ornament thinking. His comment about 
the reverse of the copper Nova does not seem to consider that no adjectival matter is 
involved and that the space between the two words is very large and the space on each 
side of the date is quite small. The large ornament went in the large space and the small 
stops went into the small spaces. This is an entirely different decorating problem from the 
other side where the spaces are equal. 

The silver coinage word position is clear so why all the Latin toe dancing as to the 
coppers which copied the silver pieces as Jordan mentions. 
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Subi: 12 Star Constellatio Nova 

Date: 02/21/2004 11:57:07 AM Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

To: ConstellatioNova@yahoogroups.com 

This message is cross-posted from the Colonial-Coins eGroup and has been heavily 
edited for spelling, syntax and intelligibility. I do not believe that anyone has ever 
considered this specimen as anything other than a contemporaneous counterfeit but 
the discussion does raise a question whether it may be of considerably more modern 
manufacture. I can think of no way to prove or disprove this contention; however, it is 
still an interesting question. If it is to be discussed - please discuss it in this eSIG. 
Thanks. JCS/CNLF CC: EPN 


Subject' [Colonial Numismatics] 1785 CONSTELLATIO NOVA -12 STARS - 
NEWMAN COLLECTION - UNIQUE 


WHAT Exactly IS THIS UNIQUE EXAMPLE? 

Here is a question that should be answered and not neglected. It is best described as BREEN- 
1115 and currently is still unique, the sole example in being held in the Newman Collection. It 
has a 12 star reverse instead of the normal 13 stars, but yet, this sole example was attributed 
by Walter Breen as being from the Bungtown Mint - in other words a contemporaneous 
counterfeit. The time and the patience that the die cutter had spent on these dies does not 
make a bit of sense why today, the end result is only one known unique survivor. The obverse 
is a unique type in which the wreath's leafs are complete "retrograded" (backwards) than any 
other Crossbar number, dated 1785, but paired with a 12 star reverse and a very interesting 
combination that by no means would have been a standard for the minters responsible, but 
yet, Breen "tagged" it correctly as a "Bungtown" product, but was he correct? 

Obviously, since the Newman Collection bears the only known 

example, which we know of. This sole example has been 

out of researcher's reach for further examination and reevaluation. 

It is quite possible that this could have been produced in the 19th century, which would label it 
as a "Post-Contemporary." If that can be proven, then this post-contemporary product would 
fit into the category of "forgery type", an "outsiders" creation to create a new variety. Is this a 
possibility, could 

it have been produced in the 19th century? 

A hint of this may hold true. The wreath leafs in retrograde, the only other retrograding of the 
leaf style would be in the proposed pattern of 1783, the denomination of the "BIT 100 (units) 
struck in silver and the "MARK (1000 units)" silver pattern! An interesting point here! 

A hypothetical theory in explanation: 

1.) Simply to create a new variety by a forger, but who at the time, only had line drawings of 
the pattern issue in front of him. 

Saturday, February 21, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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2. ) Purposely achieved the retrograding of the wreath leafs, i.e., new variety? 

3. ) A mistake after the lettering was placed into the die or mold, depending if this unique 
example is "struck" or cast", ...then adding the leaves. 

4. ) Purposely adding the leaves after the lettering to ensure that the leaves did not overlap the 
lettering, thus giving it away as a forgery. 

The reverse, only 12 stars instead of the standard 13 star, perhaps a 13 colony 
representation? A die cutter of the day would not have "missed" that when punching the star 
into a die, ...so, could this be nothing more than a post contemporary product, thus a elaborate 
forgery of the middle 19th century or perhaps 1880's to pass as "a newly discovered variety"? 


Saturday, February 21, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: [Fwd: [ConstellatioNova] 12 STAR] 

Date: 02/21/2004 1:48:05 PM Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


rosaamltd@aol.com wrote: 

Jim thanks for the "translation" - just one bit of info that Eric gave me when we were visiting his 
museum in St Louis during one of the EAC conventions (and where he had a small display of items 
from his collection). The Nova was actually in one of his "junk boxes" of copies, lower grade 
material and the like and he never really thought much of the piece. It was Walter Breen who 
decided that it was a contemporary counterfeit issue and listed it as such in his Encyclopedia. Also - 
- Walter searched for years for another example, and I know several people, myself included, who 
look at every darned low grade Nova they run across, just in hopes of finding a second 
example but none has turned up. Given the low value of Nova's, especially lower grade examples, 
it is highly doubtful that the coin was made in the 1880's, the last of Mario’s suggestions. No one 
really cared about them, and there were no "new varieties" that were discovered after the Crosby 
reference was published. It doesn't have the look or feel of a Betts copy (and is not represented in 
the Yale collection) and is most likely what Walter thought it was - a contemporary counterfeit issue, 
made anywhere from its date of 1785 to as late as 1790 or so (after that date, it wouldn't have been 
profitable to make, as the Coppers Panic would have reduced the value of the piece). ...OR possibly 
made after the formation of the Mint at Philadelphia, but during a period when colonials and foreign 
coins would still occasionally be found in circulation, say up until roughly 1815. Still, one of my 
favorite pieces! Jeff Rock 


Yahoo! Groups Links 


• To visit your group on the web, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ConstellatioNova/ 

• To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
Const ellatioNov a -unsubs cribe@yahoog roups.com 

• Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Y ahoo ! Terms of Service. 
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Subj: Re: 12 Star Consteliatio Nova 

Date: 02/21/2004 3:27:41 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

Dear Jim: 

I received a communication from you to the Consteliatio Nova @yahoogroups.com 
dated 2/21/04 concerning the above coin. I also received a communication from you 
the same day in which you sent a copy of a message from Jeff Rock to you on the 
same subject. I appreciate being informed of this by you but would like more detail 
as to how this subject arose and what other recent communications or data you 
know of on the subject as this current matter is a total surprise to me. I wrote about 
the Novas in 1995. 

Who is Mario and what suggestions were made by him? 

Who are members of the Nova group and is it separate from other colonial groups? 
Would you be nice enough to clarify these matters for me? 

Eric 


Saturday, February 21, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj Re: 12 Star Constellatio Nova 

Date: 02/21/2004 4:47:24 PM Central Standard Time 

From: JCSpilman1@Comcast.NET 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hello again Eric - - 

There are 18 eSIGs currently in operation which I have listed at the bottom 
of this message. Just send an eMail to any of these address and you will 
receive an automated reply with information on howto join the eSIG. 

EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

Dear Jim: 

I received a communication from you to the Constellatio Nova 
@yahoogroups.com dated 2/21/04 concerning the above coin. I also 
received a communication from you the same day in which you sent a 
copy of a message from Jeff Rock to you on the same subject. I 
appreciate being informed of this by you but would like more detail as to 
how this subject arose and what other recent communications or data you 
know of on the subject as this current matter is a total surprise to me. 

This subject was brought up on yet another eGroup (not associated 
with CNLF, and I reposted it for informational purposes on the 
Constellatio Nova eSIG and forwarded a copy to you For Your 
Information (FYI). 

I wrote about the Novas in 1995. Yes. 

Who is Mario and what suggestions were made by him? Mario is a bit 
of a mystery person - his real name is Mario Byrge 
<mariobyrge@comcast.net> and he claims to have corresponded 
extensively with you some years ago. I have him pegged as a bit of 
a nut, but he has an extraordinary knowledge of Early American 
numismatics from the 1960's era. He is a self proclaimed expert on 
counterfeiting procedures and counterfeit coins and his information 
seems to be quite accurate (to me). 

Who are members of the Nova group and is it separate from other 
colonial groups? Yes - see the listing below. If memory serves there 
are about 10 members of this eSIG. 

Would you be nice enough to clarify these matters for me? I hope that 
this accomplishes your wishes. Just ask if you would like additional 
information. 


Saturday, February 21, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


Philip L. Mossman, M.D. 

60 Montgomery Street 
Bangor, Maine 04401-3841 
February 21,2000 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

Please excuse my delay in response to your letter of January 11, 2000. I was quite 
busy with the April CNL, then my income tax, and another time consuming project. Since 
1983 Eve been working to identity the Crosby in my family tree and we finally succeeded. 
She is my great, great, great, great, grandmother and is out of the same barrel of fish as 
Sylvester Sage Crosby, only his people went to New Hampshire and hers to Connecticut 
and then Nova Scotia in the 1750s. In regard to Sylvester, I think the gene pool is pretty 
dilute by the time it got to me! 

I hope you and Evelyn are over your Laotian illness and back in form again. 

In studying the chronology of the Massachusetts Mint, Louis Jordan, our new CNL 
Associate Editor, found a reference by Thomas Hutchinson (1711-1780) in Hutchinson 
Papers , Albany NY (1865), where Hutchinson quoted an event of October 12, 1676 
which used the spelling, Mattachusets. I did not let on that you are currently working on 
this - but I bet he would send you a Xerox of the original should you want it. Since he is 
a librarian at Notre Dame, I get lots of good things from him. 

I have the Hull book by Clarke. The section on the Massachusetts Mint is only 14 
pages long and so I have enclosed a Xerox of the chapter - which is the only place where 
the silver coinage is discussed. 

Enclosed also is a huge paper by Louis Jordan on Constellatio Nova. Since Lou is 
a Latin scholar, I asked him the simple question which is the better word order. This was 
his reply! We would like for you to critique it and make any suggestions since this is your 
baby also. 

I am sick about the ANS. In my editorial in the forthcoming CNL I suggested that 
people give change a chance to work and silently I hope such optimism will be rewarded 
in my lifetime. 

Best regards, 


Sincerely 


03/09/00 13:32 


0314 524 199S 
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To: Phil Mossman February 29, 2000 

From: Eric P. Newman 
Re: Nova article 


The Constellatio Nova paper you sent me is a puzzlement. You did not say whether I 
should comment or not. Is it intended for CNL? Are you teasing me to get a reaction? 

I started this Latitn matter in Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine (1972) p. 598 et 
seq. and CNL 38 (1973) p. 422 by quoting an English comment. Breen went into a 
frenzy over it and still it continues. 

Jordan indicates I am inconsistent in the ornament thinking. His comment about 
the reverse of the copper Nova does not seem to consider that no adjectival matter is 
involved and that the space between the two words is very large and the space on each 
side of the date is quite small. The large ornament went in the large space and the small 
stops went into the small spaces. This is an entirely different decorating problem from the 
other side where the spaces are equal. 

The silver coinage word position is clear so why all the Latin toe dancing as to the 
coppers which copied the silver pieces as Jordan mentions. 


